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Accreditation/Curriculum 


HB  77        SIMPKINS,  DICK 

REQUIRE  PLEDGE  OF  ALLEGIANCE  WITH  RIGHT  OF  REFUSAL 

CHAPTER  NO.  320  EFFECTIVE  DATE:  10/01/97 

HB  n  requires  recitation  of  the  pledge  of  allegiance  in  public  schools  at 
the  beginning  of  each  day  for  grades  K-6  and  at  the  beginning  of  each 
week  in  grades  7-12. 

A  student  or  teacher  must  be  excused  from  participation  if  the  student's 
or  teacher's  convictions  preclude  participation.  Districts  must  inform 
students  and  teachers  of  their  right  not  to  participate,  and  a  district  may 
not  use  a  student's  or  teacher's  refusal  to  participate  against  the  student 
or  teacher. 

A  teacher  who  exercises  the  right  not  to  participate  in  the  pledge 
recitation  is  still  required  to  teach  subjects  related  to  the  flag  if  the  subject 
is  prescribed  by  the  trustees  in  the  curriculum. 


SB  71         TOEWS,  DARYL 

FLEXIBLE  SCHOOL  DAY,  EMERGENCY  CLOSURES;  OPI  APPROVALS 

CHAPTER  NO.  430  EFFECTIVE  DATE:  07/01/97 

SB  71  provides  trustees  with  greater  flexibility  in  scheduling  the  school 
day,  which  may  be  varied  in  length,  provided  the  school  calendar  in- 
cludes 180  "school  days"  and  a  minimum  number  of  aggregate  hours  of 
pupil  instruction  each  year.  The  Office  of  Public  Instruction  (OPI)  will 
issue  administrative  rules  defining  a  "school  day"  as  a  calendar  day, 
Monday  through  Friday,  in  which  at  least  one  hour,  or  one  period,  of 
pupil  instruction  is  provided.  SB  71  defines  the  minimum  aggregate 
hours  of  pupil  instruction  as  360  hours  for  kindergarten  students,  720 
hours  for  grades  1-3,  and  1,080  hours  for  grades  4-12.  If  a  district  fails  to 
provide  both  the  minimum  number  of  days  and  the  minimum  number  of 
hours  of  pupil  instruction,  OPI  must  reduce  the  district's  state  aid. 

SB  71  also  gives  trustees  the  authority  to  declare  an  emergency  and 
close  schools  in  the  district.  Trustees  must  reschedule  at  least  three  of  the 
school  days  lost  to  closure.  If  additional  days  are  lost  that  cannot  reason- 
ably be  rescheduled,  the  trustees  may  resolve  that  the  time  lost  will  not  be 
rescheduled.  A  copy  of  the  resolution  must  be  sent  to  OPI  so  that  full  state 
funding  can  still  be  provided. 

Districts  will  no  longer  be  required  to  receive  approval  from  the  super- 
intendent of  public  instruction  for  adult  education  programs,  kindergar- 
ten variances,  and  pupil  instruction-related  days. 
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SB  117       NELSON,  LINDA 

DESIGNATE  4TH  FRIDAY  IN  SEPTEMBER  AS  AMERICAN  INDIAN 

HERITAGE  DAY 

CHAPTER  NO.  202  EFFECTIVE  DATE:  04/04/97 

SB  117  requires  all  districts  to  conduct  appropriate  exercises  during  the 
school  day  on  American  Indian  Heritage  Day. 


SB  285      BENEDICT,  STEVE 

ALLOW  COUNTY  ADULT  LITERACY  FUNDING 

CHAPTER  NO.  264  EFFECTIVE  DATE:  10/01/97 

SB  285  reduces  the  minimum  age  to  qualify  for  an  adult  literacy  program 
from  19  to  16.  The  bill  specifies  that  only  those  individuals  who  are  not 
regularly  enrolled,  full-time  pupils  of  a  school  district  qualify  for  expenditure 
of  adult  literacy  program  funds. 


Failed  Legislation:  Accreditation/Curriculum 


HB  52        KITZENBERG,  SAM 

ALLOWING  SCHOOL  DISTRICTS  TO 
CONDUCT  LESS  THAN  180  DAYS  OF 
PUPIL  INSTRUCTION 

HB  79        SIMPKINS,  DICK 

PROHIBIT  BOARD  OF  PUBLIC  EDU- 
CATION TO  IMPLEMENT  RULES 
WITHOUT  FUNDING  SOURCE 

HB  192      HANSON,  SONNY 

REQUIRE  BIENNIAL  REPORT  ON 
STATE  EDUCATIONAL  SYSTEMS  BY 
BOARD  OF  EDUCATION 

HB  221      JORE,  RICK 

ABOLISH  COMPULSORY  SCHOOL 
ENROLLMENT  AND  ATTENDANCE 
PROVISIONS 

HB  245      SIMPKINS,  DICK 

ALLOWING  A  CHILD  TO  LEAVE 
SCHOOL  UPON  COMPLETION  OF 
THE  8TH  GRADE 

HB246      SIMPKINS,  DICK 

CLARIFYING  DUTIES  OF  STATE  AND 
COUNTY  SUPERINTENDENTS 


HB  258      SIMPKINS,  DICK 

DEFINE  PURPOSE  OF  PUBLIC 
EDUCATION 

HB  380      SIMPKINS,  DICK 

ESTABLISH  SKILL  REQUIREMENTS 
FOR  GRADUATES  OF  8TH  AND  12TH 
GRADES 

HB  453      ARNOTT,  PEGGY 

REVISE  LAWS  RELATING  TO  MATERI- 
ALS HARMFUL  TO  MINORS 

HB528      WELLS,  JACK 

MONTANA  FAMILY  RIGHTS  ACT 

HJ  9  PEASE,  GERALD 

URGING  BOARD  OF  PUBLIC 
EDUCATION  TO  INCREASE  INDIAN 
EDUCATION 

SB  4  EMERSON,  CASEY 

RESTORE  CORPORAL  PUNISHMENT 

SB  241       HARP,  JOHN 

REQUIRE  SCHOOL  ATTENDANCE 
AND  "C"  AVERAGE  TO  OBTAIN  OR 
RETAIN  DRIVER'S  LICENSE 
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SB  357       STANG,  BARRY  "SPOOK" 

MONTANA  PREKINDERGARTEN 
PROGRAM  ACT 

SB  371       KEATING,  TOM 

CREATING  CHARTER  SCHOOLS 
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HB  2         ZOOK,  TOM 

GENERAL  APPROPRIATIONS  BILL 

CHAPTER  NO.  551  EFFECTIVE  DATE:  07/01/97 

HB  2  contains  the  appropriations  for  all  state  agencies  for  the  biennium 
beginning  July  1, 1997.  The  appropriations  include  $10.15  million  to  operate 
the  Office  of  Public  Instruction  (OPI)  in  each  of  the  next  two  fiscal  years.  Of 
this  money  $3.97  million  (39%)  comes  from  state  general  fund  money  and 
$6.18  million  (61%)  from  federal  and  earmarked  state  sources. 

The  highlights  of  the  appropriations  budget  for  education  include: 

•  $350,000  over  the  next  two  years  ($175,000/year)  for  the  OPI  School  Im- 
provement proposal.  In  conjunction  with  existing  resources,  OPI  plans  to 
use  these  new  resources  to  revise  the  model  learner  goals  associated  with 
the  Montana  Accreditation  Standards,  develop  a  set  of  educational  indica- 
tors for  measuring  student  and  school  achievement,  and  produce  a  Mon- 
tana Educational  Profile  to  provide  an  assessment  of  Montana's  educa- 
tional system. 

•  $1,505  million  in  fiscal  year  1998  and  $2,795  million  in  fiscal  year  1999  for 
distribution  to  schools  for  technology  acquisition.  The  source  of  this  fund- 
ing is  increased  timber  harvests  from  state  school  trust  lands.  The  appro- 
priations average  about  $9/student  for  1997-98  and  $17/student  inl998-99. 
These  distribuhons  will  vary  based  on  the  revenue  generated  from  the 
actual  timber  harvests. 

•  $900,000/year  for  Technology  Literacy  Challenge  grants  to  schools  and 
consortiums.  Schools  may  use  these  federal  funds  to  purchase  instructional 
technology  that  has  been  demonstrated  to  be  effective  in  the  improvement 
of  teaching  and  learning,  to  fund  professional  development  in  the  use  of 
technology  for  educators,  and  for  Internet  connectivity.  HB  2  also  contains 
an  appropriation  of  $100,000/year  for  OPI  administration  of  these  grants, 
including  technical  assistance  and  training. 

•  $650,000  in  fiscal  year  1998  and  $500,000  in  fiscal  year  1999  for  continuation 
of  a  federal  grant  under  the  Individuals  with  Disabilities  Education  Act 
(IDEA).  The  focus  of  the  grant  is  to  improve  the  quality  and  availability  of 
high  school  special  education  services  to  youth  with  disabilities. 

•  $231,000/year  for  continuation  of  Title  I  School  Improvement  programs. 
These  resources  will  be  used  to  provide  assistance  to  schools  engaged  in 
school-wide  program  planning  and  implementation,  schools  identified  for 
improvement,  and  schools  with  greater  than  75  percent  poverty. 
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$300,000/year  to  be  distributed  to  schools  and  operating  agencies  to  pro- 
vide services,  including  literacy  and  health  services,  to  migrant  students 
and  their  families  during  the  summer  months  while  in  Montana.  Funding 
provides  for  instructional  programs  and  enhancement  of  intra-  and  inter- 
state coordination  of  services  and  records  transfers.  HB  2  also  contains  an 
appropriation  of  $65,000/year  to  OPI  for  administration  and  coordination 
of  the  program. 


HB  47        ELLIS,  ALVIN 

APPROPRIATIONS  FOR  STATE  SUPPORT  TO  SCHOOLS 

CHAPTER  NO.  437  EFFECTIVE  DATE:  07/01/97 

Appropriations  for  school  facility  reimbursements  ($5.5  million),  increases 
in  direct  state  aid  and  GTB  payments  ($13.9  million),  and  technology  acquisi- 
tion/building maintenance  ($12.5  million)  are  contained  in  HB  47.  (See  the 
description  of  HB  47  in  the  School  Finance  section  of  this  booklet.) 


Failed  Legislation:  Appropriations 

HB  259      HANSON,  SONNY 

IMPLEMENT  UNIFIED  EDUCATION 
BUDGET  AS  CONTROL  MECHANISM 
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HB  76        MASOLO,  GAY  ANN 

REVISING  MAIL  BALLOT  ELECTION  PROCEDURES 

CHAPTER  NO.  338  EFFECTIVE  DATE:  10/01/97 

Each  mail  ballot  return /verification  envelope  must  contain  a  form  pre- 
scribed by  the  secretary  of  state  asking  electors  to  verify  their  current  address 
or  indicate  an  address  correction.  The  form  must  be  completed  and  returned 
to  the  election  administrator  or  the  ballot  is  not  valid.  Language  prohibiting 
the  forwarding  of  mail  ballot  packets  is  eliminated. 


HB  227      KOTTEL,  DEB 

CLARIFYING  DISPOSAL  OF  BALLOTS  AND  MATERIALS  AFTER  ELECTIONS 

CHAPTER  NO.  97  EFFECTIVE  DATE:  10/01/97 

HB  227  clarifies  that  voted  ballots,  detached  stubs,  and  unvoted  ballots 
must  be  kept  in  unopened  packages  for  12  months  after  an  election.  Each 
election  administrator  shall  prepare  a  plan  for  the  destruction  of  election 
material  and  submit  it  to  the  secretary  of  state  for  approval. 


HB  439      SCHMIDT,  TRUDI 

ALLOWING  STUDENTS  PARTICIPATING  IN  YOUTH  VOTING  ACT  TO  CAST 
BALLOTS  AT  A  LOCATION  OTHER  THAN  A  REGULAR  POLLING  PLACE 
CHAPTER  NO.  142  EFFECTIVE  DATE:  10/01/97 

HB  439  allows  students  participating  in  the  Youth  Voting  Act  to  cast  mock 
ballots  at  a  location  designated  as  a  "youth  voting  location"  or  while  accom- 
panying an  eligible  voter  to  a  polling  place  during  regular  elections.  The  bill 
allows  schools  participating  in  this  program  more  flexibility. 


HB  501      WAGNER,  DOUGLAS 

SPECIFYING  WHEN  BALLOTS  FOR  CERTAIN  SCHOOL  BOND  ELECTIONS 

MUST  BE  MADE  AVAILABLE 

CHAPTER  NO.  144  EFFECTIVE  DATE:  10/01/97 

Before  disposing  of  property,  the  trustees  must  publish  notice  as  required 
in  20-20-204  for  elections,  i.e.,  publish  in  a  newspaper  of  general  circulation,  if 
there  is  one,  and  post  notices  in  three  public  places,  including  one  public 
place  in  each  ward  or  precinct  of  an  incorporated  city  or  town. 

If  a  bond  election  is  held  at  a  time  other  than  the  regular  school  election, 
absentee  ballots  must  be  available  30  days  before  the  bond  election. 
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HB  575      REHBEIN,  WILLIAM 

PROHIBITING  BUSINESS  AND  NON-PROFIT  CORPORATIONS  FROM 

CONTRIBUTING  TO  BALLOT  ISSUE  CAMPAIGNS 

CHAPTER  NO.  294  EFFECTIVE  DATE:  04/18/97 

HB  575  revises  the  voter  approved  Initiative  125  that  prohibited  business 
corporations  from  contributing  to  ballot  issue  campaigns.  The  bill  expanded 
the  prohibition  to  non-profit  corporations.  The  original  initiative  is  being 
challenged  in  court.  A  court  ruling  against  the  initiative  could  remove  this 
law  before  the  next  general  election. 


HJ  23         TROPILA,  JOE 

CALLING  FOR  AN  INTERIM  STUDY  ON  SCHOOL  ELECTIONS 

NO  CHAPTER  NO.  EFFECTIVE  DATE:  05/19/97 

An  interim  study  committee  will  research  the  timing  and  process  for  school 
elections.  Members  of  the  committee  will  represent  appropriate  interest 
groups,  including  school  districts. 


SB  311       MCCARTHY,  BEA 

REVISING  THE  PROCEDURE  FOR  HANDLING  ABSENTEE  BALLOTS 

CHAPTER  NO.  242  EFFECTIVE  DATE:  10/01/97 

SB  311  revises  the  procedures  for  distributing  and  counting  of  absentee 
ballots  to  ensure  secrecy.  The  legislation  came  as  a  result  of  irregularities  in 
the  handling  of  absentee  ballots  in  Silver  Bow  County  during  the  last  general 
election. 


SB  361       BENEDICT,  STEVE 

IMPLEMENTING  THE  NATIONAL  VOTER  REGISTRATION  ACT 

CHAPTER  NO.  246  EFFECTIVE  DATE:  04/14/97 

SB  361  implements  the  National  Voter  Registration  Act.  Most  of  the  act  is 
already  Montana  law  and  will  not  change  voter  registration  procedures.  Prior 
to  this  act  voters  not  voting  in  the  Presidential  election  were  purged  from  the 
eligible  voter  list.  Counties  are  now  required  to  retain  these  non-voters  on  an 
inactive  file.  Persons  on  the  inactive  list  can  be  reactivated  by  contacting  the 
county  clerk  and  recorder  or  going  to  the  polls  and  voting  in  a  federal  election 
within  the  next  four  years.  This  does  not  affect  school  elections  as  they  are 
local  elections. 
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HB177      COBB,  JOHN 

REVISING  STATE  CAMPAIGN 
REPORTING  AND  CONTRIBUTION 
LAWS 


SB  170       AKLESTAD,  GARY 

INCREASING  THE  NUMBER  OF 
SIGNATURES  REQUIRED  FOR 
BALLOT  INITIATIVES 


HB372      HURDLE,  JOAN 

ALLOWING  POLL  BOOTH  REGISTRA- 
TION THE  DAY  OF  ELECTION 


SB  327       DOHERTY,  STEVE 
PROHIBITING  CAMPAIGNING  ON 
ELECTION  DAY  BY  PHONE 


HB  393      BOHARSKI,  WILLIAM 

REQUIRING  A  MAJORITY  VOTE  OF 
ALL  QUALIFIED  ELECTORS  TO  PASS  A 
SCHOOL  BOND 

HB  440      DENNY,  MATT 

REQUIRING  "NONE  OF  ABOVE"  TO 
BE  INCLUDED  ON  ALL  ELECTION 
BALLOTS 

HB  469      BRAINARD,  MATT 

REQUIRING  THAT  ALL  BOND  AND 
LEVY  ELECTIONS  COULD  ONLY  BE 
HELD  ONCE  WITHIN  A  CALENDAR 
YEAR 


SB  340       GROSFIELD,  LORENTS 

REVISING  LAWS  TO  PLACE  AN  ISSUE 
ON  THE  BALLOT 

SB  367       BARTLETT,  SUE 

SETTING  CANDIDATE  SPENDING 
LIMITS  IN  STATE  CAMPAIGNS 

SB  384       EMERSON,  CASEY 

RESTRICTING  UNION  CONTRIBU- 
TIONS FOR  CANDIDATES  AND 
BALLOT  ISSUES 


HB  517     VICK,  STEVE 

REQUIRING  EMPLOYEE  AUTHORIZA- 
TION FOR  ANY  WAGES  WITHHELD 
FOR  POLITICAL  PURPOSES 
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HB  172      SOFT,  LOREN 

REVISE  PROVISIONS  ABOUT  STATE  EMPLOYEES  AND  EMPLOYMENT 

PRACTICES 

CHAPTER  NO.  339  EFFECTIVE  DATE:  07/01/97 

HB  172  creates  a  new  classification  called  "short-term  worker."  The 
worker  must  be  hired  by  an  agency  for  an  hourly  wage  established  by  the 
agency,  may  not  work  for  the  agency  for  more  than  90  days  in  a  continuous 
12-month  period,  is  not  eligible  for  permanent  status,  may  not  be  hired  into 
another  position  by  the  agency  without  a  competitive  selection  process,  and 
is  not  eligible  to  earn  the  leave  and  holiday  benefits  or  group  insurance 
benefits. 

The  legislation  also  amends  the  definition  of  "temporary  employee"  as  an 
employee  designated  as  temporary  by  an  agency  for  a  definite  period  of  time 
not  to  exceed  12  months.  A  "temporary  employee"  performs  temporary 
duties  or  permanent  duties  on  a  temporary  basis,  is  not  eligible  for  perma- 
nent status,  is  terminated  at  the  end  of  the  employment  period,  and  is  not 
eligible  to  become  a  permanent  employee  without  a  competitive  selection 
process. 


HB  252      MOLNAR,  BRAD 

REVISE  CONTRACTOR  AND  INDEPENDENT  CONTRACTOR  LAWS 

CHAPTER  NO.  548  EFFECTIVE  DATE:  07/01/97 

HB  252  defines  an  "independent  contractor"  as  a  person  who  renders 
service  in  the  course  of  an  occupation,  is  free  from  control  or  direction  over 
the  performance  of  services,  and  is  engaged  in  an  independently  established 
trade,  occupation,  profession,  or  business.  The  definition  is  amended  to 
remove  the  requirement  that  the  contractor  must  have  received  an  exemp- 
tion from  the  Workers'  Compensation  Act  granted  under  39-71-401(3). 


HB  407      EWER,  DAVID 

REVISE  "SERVICES"  FOR  PREVAILING  WAGE  PURPOSES 

CHAPTER  NO.  522  EFFECTIVE  DATE:  07/01/97 

House  Bill  407  codifies,  in  a  narrower  version,  an  attorney  general's  opin- 
ion from  the  late  1980s  related  to  "prevailing  wage."  The  opinion  held  that 
prevailing  wage  laws  apply  to  all  work  of  any  kind.  Under  the  bill,  prevailing 
wage  laws  are  made  applicable  to  "work  performed  by  an  individual,  not 
including  management,  office,  or  clerical  work,  for  the  maintenance  of  pub- 
licly owned  buildings  and  facilities,  including  public  highways,  roads, 
streets,  and  alleys,  custodial  or  security  services  for  publicly  owned  buildings 
and  facilities,  grounds  maintenance  for  publicly  owned  property,  public  or 
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school  transportation  driving,  nursing,  nurse's  aide  services,  material  and 
mail  handling,  food  service  and  cooking,  motor  vehicle  and  construction 
equipment  repair  and  servicing,  and  appliance  and  office  machine  repair  and 
servicing."  As  under  previous  law,  the  prevailing  wage  laws  apply  to  any 
contract  let  in  excess  of  $25,000. 


SB  313       BROOKE,  VIVIAN 

GENERALLY  REVISING  LAWS  RELATED  TO  THE  MONTANA  UNIVERSITY 

SYSTEM 

CHAPTER  NO.  243  EFFECTIVE  DATE:  07/01/97 

SB  313  amends  the  rules  of  conduct  for  public  employees  to  specify  that  a 
public  school  teacher  is  not  prohibited  from  receiving  payment  from  a  college 
or  university  for  the  supervision  of  student  teachers  enrolled  in  a  teacher 
education  program  at  the  college  or  university  if  the  supervision  is  per- 
formed concurrently  with  the  teacher's  duties  for  a  public  school  district. 


Teachers'  Retirement  System 


HB90        WISEMAN,  BILL 

DIRECT  THE  DESIGN  OF  A  NEW  OR  MODIFIED  PUBLIC  EMPLOYEES 

RETIREMENT  PLAN 

CHAPTER  NO.  190  EFFECTIVE  DATE:  07/01/97 

HB  90  creates  a  committee  to  design  a  new  retirement  plan  for  state  em- 
ployees and  appropriates  $80,000  for  expenses.  The  new  plan  must  increase 
the  portability  of  contributions  and  create  choices  for  directing  investments, 
selecting  contributions  amounts  from  a  set  group  of  amounts,  and  selecting 
the  form  of  the  benefit  payout.  The  new  plan  and  any  legislation  necessary 
for  implementation  must  be  presented  to  the  1999  Legislature. 


HB  91        WISEMAN,  BILL 

EXTEND  SUNSET  PROVISION  ON  COMMITTEE  ON  PUBLIC  EMPLOYEE 

RETIREMENT  SYSTEMS 

CHAPTER  NO.  192  EFFECTIVE  DATE:  07/01/97 

The  sunset  provision  on  Public  Employee  Retirement  System  Committee  is 
extended  until  June  30, 1999. 


HB134     JOHNSON,  JOHN 

TEACHERS'  RETIREMENT  SYSTEM  GENERAL  HOUSEKEEPING  BILL 

CHAPTER  NO.  442  EFFECTIVE  DATE:  05/01/97 

HB  134  clarifies  definitions  of  "average  final  compensation"  and  "earned 
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compensation."  Fringe  benefits  and  amounts  reported  in  the  final  years 
preceding  retirement  are  excluded  from  the  definition  of  earned  compensa- 
tion and  the  calculation  of  benefits. 

However,  fringe  benefits  are  sometimes  converted  to  salary.  If  this  change 
takes  place  for  all  employees  of  an  employer,  and  the  fringe  benefits  are 
reported  for  at  least  five  years  preceding  a  member's  retirement,  the  addi- 
tional amounts  will  be  treated  as  earned  compensation  and  used  in  the 
calculation  of  the  member's  benefits. 

The  bill  amends  statute  to  bring  the  retirement  plan  into  compliance  with 
changes  in  federal  laws  and  regulations,  revises  the  available  optional  retire- 
ment benefits,  and  clarifies  some  miscellaneous  provisions. 


HB170      AHNER,  CHRIS 

GUARANTEED  ANNUAL  BENEFIT  ADJUSTMENT  FOR  RETIREES  COVERED 
UNDER  PERS 
CHAPTER  NO.  287  EFFECTIVE  DATE:  07/01/97 

HB  170  guarantees  a  1.5  percent  increase  in  retirement  benefits  each  year, 
beginning  three  years  after  retirement,  to  all  retirees  covered  by  the  Public 
Employees'  Retirement  System.  Effective  July  1,  employer  and  employee 
contribution  rates  to  PEI^  will  increase  from  6.7  percent  to  6.8  percent  of  the 
member's  compensation.  The  rate  will  increase  again  to  6.9  percent  on  July  1, 
1999. 


SB  28         HERTEL,  JOHN 

REQUIRES  THREE  OF  THE  SIX  MEMBERS  OF  THE  TEACHERS'  RETIREMENT 

BOARD  TO  BE  ACTIVE  SYSTEM  MEMBERS 

CHAPTER  NO.  388  EFFECTIVE  DATE:  07/01/97 

At  least  one  of  the  active  members  must  be  a  classroom  teacher.  The  re- 
maining members  are  two  representatives  of  the  public  and  one  retired 
teacher  who  was  a  member  of  the  retirement  system  at  the  time  of  retirement. 
SB  28  removes  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction  from  membership  on 
the  TRS  Board  of  Directors. 


SB  124      CHRISTIAENS,  CHRIS 

PUBLIC  EMPLOYEE  RETIREMENT  BOARD'S  GENERAL 

HOUSEKEEPING  BILL 

CHAPTER  NO.  370  EFFECTIVE  DATE:  04/25/97 

SB  124  revises  laws  concerning  the  Public  Employee  Retirement  System 
(PERS)  so  state  statute  complies  with  Internal  Revenue  Code  401.  The  legisla- 
tion clarifies  that  a  member  becomes  a  retiree  on  the  date  that  the  member 
accepts  his/her  first  retirement  benefit.  The  member  terminates  his/her 
employment  when  he/she  has  been  paid  all  compensation  due  upon  termi- 
nation of  employment,  including  accrued  annual  leave  and  sick  leave  credits. 
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If  a  member  was  mistakenly  classified  and  reported  to  the  Teachers'  Re- 
tirement System,  the  member's  accumulated  contributions  and  service  and 
the  employer's  contributions  plus  interest  must  be  transferred  to  PERS. 


Teacher  Tenure 


HB  49        ELLIS,  ALVIN 

GENERALLY  REVISE  MONTANA  TEACHER  TENURE  LAWS 

CHAPTER  NO.  438  EFFECTIVE  DATE:  07/01/97 

HB  49  requires  good  cause  and  due  process  through  binding  arbitration  for 
tenured  teacher  terminations;  eliminates  the  distinction  between  termination 
of  a  tenured  teacher  and  dismissal  of  a  tenured  or  nontenured  teacher  under 
contract;  repeals  the  statutory  procedure  for  nontenured  teachers  to  appeal 
the  veracity  of  reasons  given  for  nonrenewal;  and  sets  June  1  as  the  notifica- 
tion date  for  teacher  renewals.  The  bill  also  provides  for  appeal  before  the 
county  superintendent  and  then  district  court  for  termination  decisions  in 
districts  whose  teachers  are  not  covered  by  a  collective  bargaining  agreement. 


SB  198      GROSFIELD,  LORENTS 

DEFINING  "SAME  SALARY"  FOR  PURPOSES  OF  TEACHER  TENURE 

CHAPTER  NO.  259  EFFECTIVE  DATE:  07/01/97 

SB  198  defines  "same  salary"  in  the  tenure  statutes  as  the  daily  rate  of  pay, 
excluding  benefits  and  stipends  for  nonteaching  duties,  multiplied  by  the 
number  of  days  worked  under  the  last  executed  contract  with  the  teacher,  up 
to  the  total  number  of  days  funded  by  the  state,  including  pupil  instruction 
and  pupil  instruction-related  days;  permits  collective  bargaining  to  modify 
the  definition  of  same  salary;  and  protects  existing  contracts  from  the  act. 


Failed  Legislation:  Employment  Relations 


HB112      AHNER,  CHRIS 

TEACHERS'  BIENNIAL 
POSTRETIREMENT  ADJUSTMENT 


HB  403      SWANSON,  EMILY 

HEALTH  INSURANCE  TAX  DEDUC- 
TION 


HB  324      GRADY,  ED 

A  PERMANENT  2.5%  AD  HOC 
RETIREMENT  BENEFIT  INCREASE 


HB  436      DOWELL,  TIM 

PROVIDE  FOR  PAID  JURY  DUTY 
LEAVE  FOR  SCHOOL  TEACHERS 


HB  355      HARRINGTON,  DAN 

COMPENSATION  AND  Ul  BENEFITS 
TO  NONCERTIFIED  SCHOOL 
EMPLOYEES 


HB  459      KASTEN,  BETTY  LOU 

EMPLOYER  CONTRIBUTION  TO 
EMPLOYEE  DEFERRED 
COMPENSATION  PLANS 
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HB487      WHITEHEAD,  BILL  SB  228       HARP,  JOHN 

AUTHORIZE  SCHOOL  DISTRICTS  TO  ESTABLISH  HEALTH  RISK  POOL  AND 

ADOPT  INDIAN  EMPLOYMENT  BENEFITS  PLANS  FOR  SCHOOL 

PREFERENCES  EMPLOYEES 


HB  535      WELLS,  JACK 

PUBLIC  EMPLOYEES  RIGHT  TO 
WORK 

HB  565      MENAHAN,  RED 

RETIREMENT  INCENTIVE  PROGRAM 
FOR  MEMBERS  OF  PERS  AND  STATE 
TRS  MEMBERS 


SB  233       DEPRATU,  BOB 

REVISE  UNEMPLOYMENT 

INSURANCE  BENEFITS 

TO  NONPROFESSIONAL  SCHOOL 

EMPLOYEES 
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HB  114     MCCULLOCH,  LINDA 
GENERALLY  REVISE  YOUTH  COURT  ACT 
CHAPTER  NO.  286  EFFECTIVE  DATE:  10/01/97 

HB  114  recodifies  the  youth  court  act.  Additions  to  the  act  include  new 
definitions  for  the  terms  "guardian."    The  legislation  also  clarifies  that  a 
youth  may  be  held  in  a  youth  detention  center  for  up  to  96  hours  excluding 
weekends  and  legal  holidays. 


HB  203     JOHNSON,  ROYAL 

REVISE  CHILD  ABUSE/NEGLECT  LAWS 

CHAPTER  NO.  516  EFFECTIVE  DATE:  10/01/97 

HB  203  generally  revises  and  updates  child  abuse  and  neglect  laws.  The 
terms  "best  interest  of  the  child,"  "treatment  plan,"  and  "parent-child  legal 
relationship"  are  defined.  The  act  provides  for  a  permanency  plan  hearing  in 
which  the  court  will  review  the  effects  of  previous  court  orders. 


HB  264      MOLNAR,  BRAD 

REQUIRE  YOUTH  COURT  TO  NOTIFY  SCHOOL  OF  YOUTH  WHO  VIOLATES 

STATUTE 

CHAPTER  NO.  450  EFFECTIVE  DATE:  10/01/97 

HB  264  requires  the  youth  court  to  notify  a  youth's  school  when  the  youth 
admits  to  violating  a  statute  or  has  been  adjudicated  of  violating  statute  for  a 
second  or  subsequent  time.  The  information  may  not  be  made  part  of  a 
student's  permanent  record. 


SB  6  CHRISTIAENS,  CHRIS 

CRIMINALIZE  POSSESSION  OF  WEAPONS  IN  A  YOUTH  DETENTION 

FACILITY 

CHAPTER  NO.  168  EFFECTIVE  DATE:  10/01/97 

SB  6  makes  it  an  offense  for  a  youth  to  have  possession  of  a  deadly  weapon 
in  a  youth  correctional  facility,  detention  center,  or  shelter  care  facility.  A 
youth  who  violates  this  statute  is  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  youth  court 
unless  the  youth  is  transferred  to  district  court. 


SB  15         HALLIGAN,  MIKE 
(See  Student  Records) 
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SB  46         SPRAGUE,  MIKE 

CONFISCATION  OF  DRIVER'S  LICENSE  OF  YOUTH  WHO  IS 

DELINQUENT/NEEDS  SUPERVISION 

CHAPTER  NO.  185  EFFECTIVE  DATE:  10/01/97 

SB  46  permits  a  juvenile  probation  officer  to  confiscate  a  youth's 
driver's  license  for  a  specified  period  of  time  not  to  exceed  90  days.  The 
probation  officer  will  notify  the  Department  of  Justice  of  the  confiscation 
and  the  return  of  the  license.  The  Department  of  Justice  may  not  enter  the 
confiscation  on  the  youth's  driving  record.  The  confiscation  may  not  be 
used  to  determine  insurance  rates  or  to  deny  coverage. 


SB  48         SPRAGUE,  MIKE 

REVISE  YOUTH  COURT  ACT 

CHAPTER  NO.  550  EFFECTIVE  DATE:  07/01/97 

SB  48  has  three  major  issues  for  the  education  community.  First,  the 
legislation  clarifies  how  schools  can  participate  in  the  youth  court  process 
and  still  comply  with  Family  Educational  Rights  and  Privacy  Act.  Sec- 
ondly, it  clarifies  IDEA  requirements  in  state  law.  Third,  the  legislation 
defines  habitual  truancy  as  10  unexcused  absences  from  school  per 
semester. 


SB  99         THOMAS,  FRED 

REVISE  EXTENDED  JUVENILE  JURISDICTION  AFTER  TRANSFER 

CHAPTER  NO.  498  EFFECTIVE  DATE:  05/02/97 

SB  99  revises  the  procedure  for  extended  juvenile  jurisdiction.  It  allows 
a  youth  to  be  given  a  sentence  that  extends  past  age  18  to  the  age  of  25.  A 
youth  who  has  broken  a  stay  on  an  adult  sentence  is  entitled  to  a  hearing 
under  SB  99. 


Failed  Legislation:  Juvenile  Justice 

HB113      MCCULLOCH,  LINDA  HB  244      GRIMES,  DUANE 

FAMILY  FOCUSED  COURT  SYSTEM  &       JEFFERSON  COUNTY  JUVENILE 

COMMUNITY  COORDINATION  PILOT     CENTER 

PROJECT 

HB  261      MOLNAR,  BRAD 
HB  138     JOHNSON,  ROYAL  GENERALLY  REVISE  THE  YOUTH 

GENERALLY  REVISE  THE  YOUTH  COURT  ACT 

COURT  ACT 

HB  279      DOWELL,  TIM 
HB  167      MCCULLOCH,  LINDA  PEER  TEEN  COURT  FOR  TROUBLED 

YOUTH  COURT  0.1%  VEHICLE  TAX  YOUTH 
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HB  386      MOLNAR,  BRAD 

PARENTS'  RIGHTS  PROGRAM 

HB  477      MOLNAR,  BRAD 

REVISE  YOUTH  COURT  ACT 

HB  602      GILLAN,  KIM 

MINORS  AT  RISK  PROGRAM 


SB  165       CHRISTIAENS,  CHRIS 

EDUCATION  PAYMENT  FOR  JUVE- 
NILES IN  YOUTH  DETENTION 

SB  166       BURNETT,  JIM 

PUBLIC  SPANKING  AS  PENALTY  FOR 
CRIMINAL  MISCHIEF  INVOLVING 
VANDALISM 


SB  172       GAGE,  DEL 

REVISE  JUVENILE  DETENTION 
GRANT  PROGRAM  TO  REIMBURSE- 
MENT PROGRAM 
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HB  29        BOHLINGER,  JOHN 

PROHIBIT  POSSESSION  OF  WEAPON  IN  A  K-12  SCHOOL  BUILDING 

CHAPTER  NO.  435  EFFECTIVE  DATE:  04/30/97 

HB  29  makes  it  a  criminal  offense  for  a  person  to  possess,  carry,  or  store  a 
weapon  in  a  school  building  and  for  a  parent  or  guardian  to  permit  a  minor 
to  possess,  carry,  or  store  a  weapon  in  a  school  building.  The  bill  contains  an 
exception  for  law  enforcement  personnel,  and  permits  trustees  authority  to 
grant  permission  to  possess,  carry,  or  store  a  weapon.  A  "weapon"  includes  a 
sword,  a  straight  razor,  a  throwing  star,  num-chucks,  or  brass  or  other  metal 
knuckles.  "School  building"  is  defined  as  any  building  owned  or  leased  by  a 
local  school  district  that  is  used  for  instruction  or  for  student  activities. 


HB  183      MASOLO,  GAY  ANN 

CHANGING  SCHOOL  FIRE  DRILLS  TO  SCHOOL  DISASTER  DRILLS 

CHAPTER  NO.  423  EFFECTIVE  DATE:  10/01/97 

HB  183  changes  the  requirements  for  fire  drills  under  existing  law  by 
reducing  the  minimum  required  fire  drills  from  eight  to  four.  School  districts 
must  identify  local  hazards  and  design  appropriate  drills  for  four  additional 
drills.  The  legislation  eliminates  the  requirement  that  school  districts  in 
certain  seismic  zones  establish  earthquake  emergency  plans. 


HB  314      SIMPKINS,  DICK 

ENCOURAGING  SCHOOL  DISTRICTS  TO  PROVIDE  FIREARMS  SAFETY 

EDUCATION 

CHAPTER  NO.  138  EFFECTIVE  DATE:  10/01/97 

School  trustees  are  encouraged  to  establish  and  maintain  a  firearms  safety 
education  course.  Instructors  from  the  Department  of  Fish,  Wildlife  and 
Parks,  a  law  enforcement  agency,  a  national  firearms  association,  or  a  person 
recognized  by  the  trustees  as  having  expertise  in  firearms  safety  education 
may  be  used  to  provide  instruction. 


Failed  Legislation:  Safety 

HB187     WALTERS,  ALLAN  HB  492      HARPER,  HAL 

PENALTY  WHEN  ADULT  LETS  CHILD  PROHIBIT  LIQUOR  LICENSE  IN  600  FT 

USE  GUN  AND  DEATH  OR  BODILY  RADIUS  OF  SCHOOL  OR  CHURCH 
INJURY  OCCURS 
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HB  25        EWER,  DAVID 

AUTHORIZE  CAPITALIZATION  OF  SCHOOL  BUILDING  RESERVE  FOR  UP 

TO  5  YEARS 

CHAPTER  NO.  23  EFFECTIVE  DATE:  07/01/97 

School  districts  that  pass  a  building  reserve  election  under  20-9-502  may 
pledge  up  to  five  years  of  future  tax  revenues  collected  in  the  building 
reserve  fund  toward  the  repayment  of  a  loan  from  the  State  Board  of  Invest- 
ments. 


HB  47        ELLIS,  ALVIN 

INCREASE  IN  BASIC  AND  PER-STUDENT  ENTITLEMENTS 

CHAPTER  NO.  437  EFFECTIVE  DATE:  07/01/97 

HB  47  increases  the  basic  entitlement  to  $18,000  for  elementary  districts 
and  $200,000  for  high  school  districts  and  increases  the  fiscal  year  1997-98 
per-student  entitlement  to  $3,376  for  elementary  districts  and  $4,726  for  high 
school  districts.  In  fiscal  year  1998-99,  the  per-student  entitlements  will 
increase  again  to  $3,410  and  $4,773. 

This  legislation  appropriates  $12.5  million  to  schools  for  technology 
acquisihon,  textbooks,  library  materials,  and  building  maintenance.  It  re- 
quires, however,  that  school  districts  expend  an  equal  amount  of  district 
general  funds  and/or  building  reserve  funds  for  the  same  purposes. 

HB  47  increases  state  funding  for  school  facility  payments  (aka  "debt 
service  GTB").  This  increase  will  not  increase  the  amount  a  particular  school 
is  eligible  to  receive  under  the  program,  but  provides  continued  funding  at, 
or  close  to,  the  current  prorated  level. 


HB  64        EWER,  DAVID 

AUDITS  FOR  SCHOOL  DISTRICTS 

CHAPTER  NO.  91  EFFECTIVE  DATE:  03/20/97 

A  school  district  must  have  an  audit  of  each  year  in  which  total  revenues 
exceed  $200,000.  Audits  must  be  done  at  least  every  two  years. 

HB  64  implements  the  1996  changes  to  the  Federal  Single  Audit  Act.  The 
major  change  is  in  the  threshold  for  requiring  audits  of  federal  financial 
assistance.  Currently,  a  district  receiving  in  excess  of  $100,000  in  federal 
financial  assistance  in  a  year  must  have  a  "single  audit"  under  the  provisions 
of  the  Act  and  OMB  Circular  A-128.  A  district  receiving  between  $25,000  and 
$100,000  in  federal  financial  assistance  must  either  have  a  "single  audit"  or 
have  audit  coverage  of  the  federal  financial  assistance  in  accordance  with  the 
federal  laws  and  regulations. 

The  changes  to  the  Federal  Single  Audit  Act  and  the  currently  being 
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issued  OMB  Circular  A-133  will  require  audits  of  federal  financial  assistance 
only  if  expenditures  from  federal  awards  (including  USDA  food  commodi- 
ties) exceed  $300,000  in  a  fiscal  year.  This  will  reduce  the  number  of  districts 
and  special  education  cooperatives  that  are  required  to  have  audits  under 
these  federal  requirements. 
This  statutory  change  applies  to  audits  of  FY97  and  subsequent  years. 


HB  74        MASOLO,  GAY  ANN 

INCREASED  TRAVEL  REIMBURSEMENTS 

CHAPTER  NO.  439  EFFECTIVE  DATE:  07/01/97 

HB  74  increases  state  employee  travel  reimbursement  rates  as  follows: 

•  In-state  lodging  reimbursements  increase  to  a  maximum  of  $35  per  day 
plus  taxes  on  the  allowable  cost  of  lodging;  in-state  meal  reimbursements 
increase  to  $5  for  breakfast,  $6  for  lunch  and  $12  for  dinner. 

•  Reimbursements  for  out-of-state  lodging  and  meals  are  based  on  federal 
per  diem  schedules,  not  to  exceed  the  prescribed  maximum  standard 
federal  rate  plus  taxes  on  allowable  costs.  Effective  January  1, 1997,  the 
federal  standard  per  diem  rate  for  meals  is  $28  per  day  and  the  rate  for 
lodging  is  $50  per  night. 

The  Department  of  Administration  may  designate  locations  and  circum- 
stances where  reimbursement  at  actual  cost  is  allowed. 


HB  104      HAGENER,  TONI 

TUITION  PAYMENTS  FOR  OUT  OF  STATE  RESIDENTIAL  TREATMENT 

FACILITY  PLACEMENTS 

CHAPTER  NO.  529  EFFECTIVE  DATE:  07/01/97 

The  State  Departments  of  Public  Health  and  Human  Services  and  Correc- 
tions will  pay  the  tuition  for  the  regular  and  special  education  students  they 
place  in  out-of-state  residential  treatment  facilities.  Currently,  these  tuition 
charges  are  paid  by  OPI  for  students  with  disabilities  and  by  county  superin- 
tendents for  students  without  disabilities. 

The  state  agency  which  places  a  student  in  an  out-of-state  facility  will  pay 
the  tuition  to  the  facility  during  school  year  1997-98.  Tuition  for  students 
placed  during  school  year  1996-97  will  still  be  paid  by  OPI  and  county  super- 
intendents during  1997-98. 


HB  190      ANDERSON,  SHIELL 

RECORDS  RETENTION  SCHEDULES 

CHAPTER  NO.  323  EFFECTIVE  DATE:  10/01/97 

The  Department  of  Commerce  must  establish  records  retention  schedules 
for  school  records  by  September  1, 1997. 
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Districts  may  destroy  records  listed  on  the  schedules  when  the  retention 
period  expires.  Districts  must  obtain  written  permission  from  the  Department 
of  Commerce  before  destroying  records  not  listed  on  the  schedules. 


HB  206      MCCANN,  MATT 

ALLOWING  DISSOLUTION  OF  K-12  DISTRICT  IF  THE  TRUSTEES 

DETERMINE  FEDERAL  FUNDING  WILL  BE  REDUCED  BECAUSE  OF  K-12 

STATUS 

CHAPTER  NO.  95  EFFECTIVE  DATE:  03/20/97 

Trustees  may  dissolve  a  K-12  district  if  they  determine  that  federal  funding 
will  be  reduced  because  of  the  district's  K-12  status.  The  trustees  must  send  a 
resolution  to  the  county  superintendent,  who  then  orders  the  dissolution  of 
the  K-12  into  the  original  elementary  district  and  high  school  district  that 
formed  the  K-12. 

Current  law  also  allows  a  district  to  ask  the  voters  to  dissolve  a  K-12 
district  for  purposes  of  annexing  or  consolidating  the  elementary  and /or 
high  school  portion(s)  with  another  district. 


HB  263      DOWELL,  TIM 

BONDS  TO  CONSTRUCT  JOINTLY  OWNED  FACILITY 

CHAPTER  NO.  397  EFFECTIVE  DATE:  10/01/97 

A  school  district  may  enter  into  an  interlocal  agreement  with  a  district  in 
the  same  county  or  in  an  adjoining  county  to  issue  bonds  for  purposes  of 
constructing  a  jointly  owned  facility.  The  facility  must  be  jointly  owned  by 
the  contributing  districts  in  proportion  to  the  contribution  of  each  district. 


HB  470      HEAVY  RUNNER,  GEORGE 

CASH  COMPENSATION  IN  LIEU  OF  ACCUMULATED  VACATION  LEAVE 

CHAPTER  NO.  143  EFFECTIVE  DATE:  07/01/97 

A  school  district  may,  either  through  a  collective  bargaining  agreement  or 
through  policy,  pay  an  employee  cash  compensation  for  unused  vacation 
leave.  This  bill  does  not  allow  the  same  option  for  sick  leave. 


HB  491      REHBEIN,  WILLIAM 

TRANSFER  OF  SCHOOL  DISTRICT  TERRITORY 

CHAPTER  NO.  403  EFFECTIVE  DATE:  04/30/97 

A  decision  by  a  county  superintendent  on  the  transfer  of  territory  between 
districts  may  be  appealed  to  the  district  court  by  a  resident,  a  taxpayer,  or  the 
trustees  of  either  district  affected,  rather  than  appealing  to  the  county  com- 
missioners. 

Both  the  elementary  portion  and  the  high  school  portion  of  a  K-12  territory 
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must  be  included  in  the  transfer.  High  school  territory  cannot  be  changed 
between  January  1  and  the  second  Monday  in  August,  consistent  with  the 
deadlines  for  changing  elementary  territory  under  20-6-202. 

After  forming  a  K-12  district,  the  county  superintendent,  and  not  the 
commissioners,  must  order  the  transfers  of  deeds,  etc. 

High  school  trustees  may  request,  through  a  resolution,  that  the  county 
superintendent  order  a  boundary  change.  This  is  consistent  with  20-6-214, 
which  allows  elementary  trustees  to  request  a  boundary  change. 


HB  523      MCCULLOCH,  LINDA 

PENALTIES  FOR  VIOLATING  SCHOOL  TRANSPORTATION  LAWS 

CHAPTER  NO.  427  EFFECTIVE  DATE:  10/01/97 

HB  523  amends  several  sections  of  Title  20,  Chapter  10.  It  adds  a  new 
subsection  to  20-10-104  clarifying  that  the  phrase  "violates  a  transportation 
law  or  board  of  public  education  policy"  in  20-10-104  (1)  refers  to  state  laws 
or  board  policies  related  to  student  safety.  If  a  district  operates  a  bus  route  in 
a  manner  that  violates  state  law  or  policy  related  to  student  safety,  the  county 
superintendent  must  suspend  the  district's  transportation  aid  for  all  routes.  If 
the  violation  is  corrected,  the  county  superintendent  may  pay  the  district  the 
suspended  reimbursements  on  those  routes  that  were  operated  in  compliance 
with  state  law  and  policy.  The  district  will  not  receive  reimbursement  for  the 
miles  travelled  on  the  route(s)  operated  in  violation  of  a  safety  law.  If  the 
district  does  not  correct  the  safety  violation  on  one  route,  it  will  not  receive 
transportation  aid  for  any  route. 

Under  existing  law,  a  bus  operated  on  a  route  not  approved  by  the  county 
transportation  committee  cannot  receive  reimbursement.  HB  523  makes  it 
clear,  however,  that  if  the  route  is  otherwise  operated  in  compliance  with 
transportation  laws,  the  unapproved  route  wiU  not  cause  the  county  superin- 
tendent to  withhold  transportation  aid  for  approved  routes.  Trustees  who 
object  to  a  route  operated  by  another  district  may  bring  that  route  to  the 
attention  of  the  county  transportation  committee.  If  the  committee  agrees  the 
district  is  operating  an  unapproved  route  outside  its  boundaries,  it  must  issue 
a  written  warning  to  the  district.  If  the  district  continues  to  operate  the 
unapproved  route,  the  committee  may  withdraw  its  approval  of  the  entire 
route,  causing  the  entire  route  to  be  ineligible  for  reimbursement. 


HB  560      PECK,  RAY 

COUNTY  HIGH  SCHOOL  CLEANUP  ON  MORATORIUM  ON  NEW  SCHOOL 

DISTRICTS 

CHAPTER  NO.  219  EFFECTIVE  DATE:  07/01/97 

The  1993  Legislature  imposed  a  moratorium  on  the  creation  of  new  school 
districts  under  20-6-104,  so  HB  560  deletes  sections  of  law  dealing  with  the 
creation  of  new  districts.  It  changes  the  definition  of  county  high  school  to  a 
high  school  that  has  not  unified  with  an  elementary  school  under  20-6-312. 
This  change  in  definition  is  a  simplification  of  wording  and  does  not  impact 
existing  county  high  schools. 
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County  high  schools  may  now  issue  bonds  in  the  same  manner  as  any 
other  high  school,  instead  of  having  the  county  issue  bonds  for  them. 


SB  36        LYNCH,  J.D. 

CODE  COMMISSIONER  BILL 

CHAPTER  NO.  42  EFFECTIVE  DATE:  03/12/97 

SB  36  contains  minor  amendments  to  school  law  to  correct  inconsistencies 
and  standardize  use  of  terms. 


SB  49        GAGE,  DEL 

REVISE  DISTRIBUTION  OF  OIL  AND  NATURAL  GAS  TAXES  FOR 

DEFICIENCY  AND  CREDITS 

CHAPTER  NO.  295  EFFECTIVE  DATE:  04/18/97 

When  the  Department  of  Revenue  determines  that  an  underpayment  or 
overpayment  of  oil  and  natural  gas  taxes  has  occurred,  the  department  will 
adjust  the  distribution  in  the  current  period  to  correct  for  the  error. 


SB  57        WATERMAN,  MIGNON 

GENERALLY  REVISE  TAXATION  OF  CERTAIN  MOTOR  VEHICLES 

CHAPTER  NO.  496  EFFECTIVE  DATE:  01/01/98 

SB  57  revises  the  taxation  of  automobiles,  light  trucks,  vans,  and  sport 
utility  vehicles  and  sets  the  tax  rate  at  2  percent  of  the  depreciated  value  of 
the  manufacturer's  suggested  retail  price.  The  legislation  imposes  a  fee  in  lieu 
of  taxes,  which  replaces  the  property  taxes,  on  buses,  trucks  having  a 
manufacturer's  rated  capacity  of  more  than  1  ton,  and  truck  tractors. 


SB  66         BENEDICT,  STEVE 

COOPERATIVELY  PURCHASING  INSURANCE  PRODUCTS  AND  BENEFIT 

SERVICES 

CHAPTER  NO.  147  EFFECTIVE  DATE:  03/26/97 

Local  governments,  including  school  districts,  may  cooperatively  purchase 
benefit  services  and  insurance  products  with  other  local  governments,  non- 
profit agencies,  state  agencies,  or  business  entities.  Contracts  valued  at 
$20,000  or  more  per  year  must  be  competitively  bid.  The  request  for  bids 
must  be  published  in  at  least  three  major  Montana  newspapers. 


SB  70        GAGE,  DEL 

SCHOOL  ACCOUNTING  "CLEANUP "  BILL 

CHAPTER  NO.  22  EFFECTIVE  DATE:  07/01/97 

SB  70  changes  the  time  period  for  publishing  the  notice  of  final  budget 
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hearing  to  "between  July  24  and  August  4."  It  clarifies  that  the  year-end  cash 
balance  in  a  lease-rental  agreement  fund  is  limited  to  $20,000  for  a  K-12 
district,  consistent  with  the  combined  limit  of  $10,000  each  for  an  elementary 
and  a  high  school  district. 

SB  70  makes  the  Technology  Acquisition  Fund  (authorized  during  the  1995 
session)  a  non-budgeted  fund,  rather  than  a  budgeted  fund,  and  expands  the 
fund's  revenue  sources  to  include  local,  state,  and  federal  funds  received  for 
technology.  State  technology  acquisition  grants  will  be  paid  by  September  1. 

In  addition,  SB  70  establishes  that  districts  are  no  longer  required  to  send 
OPI  a  copy  of  their  bus  contractor  agreements  and  sets  the  latest  possible 
date  for  high  school  boundary  changes  to  January  1,  consistent  with  dead- 
lines for  changing  elementary  boundaries  under  20-6-202. 


SB  95        HALLIGAN,  MIKE 

SPECIAL  EDUCATION  TUITION  "ADD-ON  "  MAY  BE  DEPOSITED  IN  MISCEL- 
LANEOUS PROGRAMS  FUND 
CHAPTER  NO.  389  EFFECTIVE  DATE:  04/28/97 

The  amount  of  tuition  charged  for  a  special  education  student  that  exceeds 
the  amount  changed  for  a  regular  education  student  may  be  deposited  in  the 
Miscellaneous  Programs  Fund  (15)  and  used  for  the  costs  of  providing  special 
education. 

This  special  education  "add-on"  is  defined  in  ARM  10.16.1314.  The  regular 
education  portion  of  tuition  must  still  be  deposited  in  the  general  fund.  Note: 
ARM  10.10.310  requires  that  tuition  deposited  in  Fund  15  be  used  by  year- 
end  or  returned  to  the  general  fund  before  closing  the  books  for  the  year. 
Special  education  "add-on"  tuition  received  during  fiscal  year  1996-97  may 
be  deposited  into  Fund  15  this  year  and  used  for  special  education  program 
expenditures. 


SB  131       MESAROS,  KEN 

INCREASING  THE  NUMBER  OF  ACRES  THE  LAND  BOARD  MAY  LEASE  OR 

SELL  TO  A  SCHOOL  DISTRICT 

CHAPTER  NO.  79  EFFECTIVE  DATE:  03/18/97 

SB  131  increases  the  number  of  state  land  acres  that  the  State  Board  of  Land 
Commissioners  may  sell  at  appraised  value  or  lease  to  a  school  district  at  a 
rate  of  $l/year.  Under  the  bill,  the  allowable  acreage  for  a  school  facility 
increases  from  10  acres  to  25  acres  for  an  elementary  school  site  and  to  50 
acres  for  a  high  school  site. 


SB  195       HARP,  JOHN 

PHASE-IN  IMPLEMENTATION  OF  PROPERTY  TAX  REAPPRAISAL 

CHAPTER  463  EFFECTIVE  DATE:  05/01/97 

Effects  of  the  current  property  reappraisal  cycle  on  property  in  classes 
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three,  four  and  ten  is  phased  in  each  year  at  the  rate  of  2  percent  of  the  total 
change  in  valuation. 

As  a  result  of  the  change  in  the  phase-in  of  reappraisal,  the  state  appraisal 
and  assessment  process  will  be  delayed.  Therefore,  for  tax  year  1997,  budget- 
ing and  tax  collection  deadlines  are  extended  "as  necessary  and  reasonable..." 
Trustees  should  still  adopt  the  budget  on  the  2nd  Monday  in  August,  but  levies  will 
not  be  set  by  the  county  commissioners  until  district  taxable  valuation  reports 
are  received,  which  may  be  after  the  statutory  deadline  of  the  4th  Monday  in 
August. 

The  SB  195  limitations  on  the  amount  of  taxes  levied  do  not  apply  to 
elementary  and  high  school  districts.  SB  195  applies  retroactively  to  property 
tax  years  beginning  after  December  31, 1996. 


SB  207      JABS,  REINY 

AUTHORIZES  ISSUANCE  OF  OBLIGATIONS  FOR  SCHOOL  FACILITIES 

CHAPTER  NO.  499  EFFECTIVE  DATE:  07/01/97 

SB  207  works  in  conjunction  with  HB  25  to  increase  the  maximum  term  of 
repayment  from  five  years  to  10  years  when  a  school  district  borrows  money 
from  the  Board  of  Investments  to  acquire  real  property  or  construct  a  school 
facility. 

If  the  loan  is  for  the  purchase  of  real  property  or  the  construction  of  a 
facility,  voters  must  approve  the  project.  The  project  may  not  increase  an 
existing  classroom  facility's  square  footage  by  more  than  20  percent  over  a 
five-year  period. 

Voter  turnout  must  meet  the  criteria  for  bond  elections  and  the  election 
must  be  approved  by  a  majority  of  those  voting. 


SB  235      HERTEL,  JOHN 

ELIMINATING  PRELIMINARY  BUDGET  REQUIREMENT 

CHAPTER  NO.  211  EFFECTIVE  DATE:  04/08/97 

Districts  are  no  longer  required  to  prepare  and  adopt  a  preliminary  budget. 
The  listing  of  positions  of  employment  and  the  budgeted  amount  of  compen- 
sation for  each  position,  previously  attached  to  the  preliminary  budget,  must 
now  be  attached  to  the  final  budget.  The  county  superintendent  (not  OPI) 
receives  the  listing  of  positions. 


SB  240       BECK,  TOM 

CONSOLIDATION/ANNEXATION  BONUS 

CHAPTER  NO.  212  EFFECTIVE  DATE:  07/01/97 

Districts  that  consolidate  or  annex  with  another  district  will  continue  to 
receive  a  separate  basic  entitlement  for  three  years.  Applicable  to  consolida- 
tions/annexations occurring  on  or  after  January  1, 1997. 
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SB  244      TOEWS,  DARYL 

TRANSFER  OF  BUS  DEPRECIATION  FUND  MONEY  ONLY  IF  ALL  BUSES  ARE 

SOLD 

CHAPTER  NO.  238  EFFECTIVE  DATE:  10/01/97 

Voters  may  approve  a  transfer  from  the  bus  depreciation  fund  to  another 
fund  of  the  district  only  if  the  district  has  sold  all  of  its  buses.  If  voters  do  not 
approve  the  transfer  to  another  fund,  law  requires  the  balance  in  an  obsolete 
fund  to  be  closed  into  the  general  fund. 


SB  251       STANG,  BARRY  "SPOOK" 

WORKERS'  COMPENSATION  COVERAGE  FOR  STUDENT  WORKERS 

CHAPTER  NO.  500  EFFECTIVE  DATE:  07/01/97 

A  student  participating  in  a  "work-based  learning  activity,"  who  is  paid 
wages  by  a  business  partner  or  educational  institution,  is  considered  to  be  an 
employee  of  the  entity  that  pays  the  wages  for  purposes  of  workers'  compen- 
sation coverage. 

A  student  who  is  not  paid  wages  by  the  business  partner  of  the  educational 
institution  is  a  volunteer.  With  the  approval  of  the  insurer,  an  employer  may 
elect  to  provide  workers'  compensation  coverage  for  a  student  volunteer. 


SB  271      JENKINS,  LOREN 

DELAYED  EFFECTIVE  DATE  FOR  RULE  OBJECTED  TO  BY  ADMINISTRATIVE 

CODE  COMMITTEE 

CHAPTER  NO.  335  EFFECTIVE  DATE:  10/01/97 

If  a  majority  of  the  members  of  the  legislative  Administrative  Code  Com- 
mittee notify  the  committee's  presiding  officer  that  they  object  to  a  proposed 
administrative  rule,  the  committee  shall  notify  the  state  agency  in  writing  that 
the  committee  objects  to  the  proposal  and  will  address  the  objections  at  the 
next  committee  meeting.  Once  an  agency  has  been  notified  of  the  objection,  it 
may  not  adopt  the  rules  prior  to  a  six-month  waiting  period,  unless  prior  to 
that  time,  the  committee  meets  and  does  not  make  the  same  objection.  If  the 
Administrative  Code  Committee  meets  and  objects  to  all  or  some  portion  of  a 
proposed  rule,  and  a  compromise  with  the  state  agency  cannot  be  reached, 
the  rule  (or  portion  of  a  rule)  is  not  effective  until  the  day  after  final  adjourn- 
ment of  the  next  regular  session  of  the  legislature. 


SB  290      KEATING,  THOMAS 

REVISE  WORKERS'  COMPENSATION  ADMINISTRATIVE  FUND 

CHAPTER  NO.  385  EFFECTIVE  DATE:  04/24/97 

Senate  Bill  290  changes  the  way  in  which  the  assessment  for  the  workers' 
compensation  administrative  fund  is  computed.  Rather  than  compute  the 
assessment  on  the  basis  of  payroll  (under  previous  law),  SB  290  specifies  a 
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computation  of  the  assessment  on  the  basis  of  claims  made  by  the  employer. 
This  will  benefit  school  districts  significantly,  as  they  generally  have  fewer 
claims  made  against  them  than  many  other  employers. 


SB  370      THOMAS,  FRED 

ARCHITECTURAL  SERVICES 

CHAPTER  NO.  153  EFFECTIVE  DATE:  03/26/97 

When  school  trustees  determine  that  building,  furnishing,  repairing  or 
other  work  for  the  district's  benefit  will  cost  more  than  $150,000  (increased 
from  current  $50,000  limit)  and  will  require  architectural  services,  those 
services  must  be  contracted  with  a  licensed  architect.  In  the  event  the  trustees 
and  the  architect  are  unable  to  negotiate  a  fair  and  reasonable  fee,  the  trustees 
may  select  another  architect  if  they  give  reasonable  notice  of  their  selection. 


SB  386      GAGE,  DEL 

CLARIFY  DISTRIBUTION  OF  OIL  AND  GAS  PRODUCTION  TAXES 

CHAPTER  NO.  466  EFFECTIVE  DATE:  05/01/97 

SB  386  puts  into  place  two  recommendations  from  a  legislative  audit  study. 
Effective  July  1,  oil  and  gas  production  taxes  will  be  deposited  in  a  state 
special  revenue  fund  rather  than  an  agency  fund.  Secondly,  the  changes  in  oil 
and  natural  gas  tax  rates  that  were  approved  in  three  separate  pieces  of 
legislation  in  the  1995  session  are  now  combined  in  statute. 


Failed  Legislation:  School  Finance 

HB119      GRADY,  ED  HB  312      HANSON,  SONNY 

INCREASE  BASIC  AND  PER-ANB  REVISE  ALLOCATION  OF  CERTAIN 

ENTITLEMENTS  BY  4.71%  FOR  FEDERAL  LAND  PAYMENTS  AND 

SCHOOL  FUNDING  SCHOOL  FUNDS 

HB145      PECK,  RAY  HB  347      LAWSON,  BOB 

CREATE  A  K-12  EDUCATION  LICENSE      EXCEPT  DISTRICT  OPENING  NEW 
PLATE  SCHOOL  FROM  4%  GENERAL  FUND 

BUDGET  LIMIT 
HB  282      ANDERSON,  SHIELL 

ELIMINATE  MANDATORY  APPROVAL      HB  433      WALTERS,  ALLAN 
FOR  CHILD  WITH  SIBLING  INDIVIDUAL  INCOME  TAX  CREDITS 

ENROLLED  OUT-OF-DISTRICT  FOR  QU  ALIFYING  EDUCATION 

EXPENSES 
HB  296      KITZENBERG,  SAM 

INCREASE  BASIC  ENTITLEMENT  BY  HB  438      KOTTEL,  DEB 

4.5%  AND  PER-ANB  ENTITLEMENT  DEFERRAL  OF  INCREASED 

BY  1%  IN  PY  1998  AND  2.5%  IN  FY  1999       PROPERTY  TAXES  FOR  CERTAIN 

PERSONS  OVER  65 
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HB  443      SWANSON,  EMILY 

$50,000  RESIDENTIAL  HOMESTEAD 
EXEMPTION 

HB  542      PECK,  RAY 

GENERALLY  REVISING  OUT-OF- 
COUNTY  TUITION  LAWS 

HB  548      PROUSE,  WES 

CONSTITUTIONAL  AMENDMENT  TO 
ELIMINATE  PROPERTY  AND  INCOME 
TAXES;  SALES  TAX  TO  8% 

HB  552      VICK,  STEVE 

DUAL  ENROLLMENT  FOR 
NONPUBLIC  SCHOOL  STUDENTS 


PROHIBIT  STATE  FROM  LEVYING 
PROPERTY  TAXES 

HB  603     JORE,  RICK 

AMEND  CONSTITUTION  TO 
PROfflBIT  PROPERTY  TAXES 

HJ  32         PECK,  RAY 

INTERIM  STUDY  OF  THE  SCHOOL 
FUNDING  SYSTEM 

SB  154       FOSTER,  MIKE 

INCREASE  ACREAGE  LIMIT  FOR 
ELEMENTARY  AND  HIGH  SCHOOL 
SITES  ON  STATE  LAND 
(Note:  See  SB  131) 


HB  563      FECK,  RAY 

ALLOW  4%  INCREASE  OF  THE 
GREATER  OF  PREVIOUS  YEAR'S 
GENERAL  FUND  BUDGET  OR 
GENERAL  FUND  BUDGET  PER  ANB 

HB  564      DOWELL,  TIM 

ISSUE  SHORT-TERM  OBLIGATIONS 
TO  PAY  OUT-OF-DISTRICT  TUITION 
COSTS 

HB  585      CHS,  KARL 
DIVERT  COAL  TAX  MONIES  FOR 
SCHOOL  FACILmES  (TODAY  AND 
TOMORROW  PROGRAM) 

HB  587      SWANSON,  EMILY 

LOWER  STATEWIDE  MILLS  FROM  101 
TO  83.5  MILLS 

HB  589      REAM,  BOB 

REDUCE  TAXABLE  PERCENTAGE 
APPLIED  TO  CLASS  FOUR  PROPERTY 

HB  590      HANSON,  SONNY 

ADJUST  PROPERTY  TAX  RATES  TO 
ADJUST  FOR  REAPPRAISAL 


SB  185       LYNCH,  J.D. 

ELIMINATE  OLD  FUND  LIABILITY 
TAX  ON  EMPLOYEES/EMPLOYERS 

ON  JANUARY  1, 1998 

SB  209      GAGE,  DEL 

CONSTTTUTIONAL  AMENDMENT  TO 
LIMIT  PROPERTY  TAXES 

SB  211       DEVLIN,  GERRY 

CONSTTTUTIONAL  AMENDMENT  TO 
ALLOW  FOR  THE  PHASE-IN  OF 
REAPPRAISED  PROPERTY  VALUES 

SB  237       DEVLIN,  GERRY 

EXPAND  REAPPRAISAL  CYCLE  FROM 
3  TO  10  YEARS 

SB  258      GAGE,  DEL 

REVISE  PROPERTY  TAX  AND  SCHOOL 
FINANCE  LAWS  AND  IMPOSE  4% 
SALES  TAX 

SB  301       DOHERTY,  STEVE 

SCHOOL  DISTRICT  MAY  BORROW 
AGAINST  FEDERAL  MONEY  IF  RE- 
PAID WITH  FEDERAL/STATE  MONEY 


HB  595      SIMPKINS,  DICK 

CONSTTTUTIONAL  AMENDMENT  TO 


SB  319       STANG,  BARRY  "SPOOK" 

REVISE  PROPERTY  TAX  LIMITATIONS 
UNDER  1-105 
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SB  345      TAYLOR,  MIKE  SB  389       BAER,  LARRY 

LOWER  PERSONAL  PROPERTY  TAX  PROVIDING  TAX  CREDITS  TO  OFFSET 

RATE  TO  3%  THE  EFFECTS  OF  PROPERTY  TAX 

REAPPRAISAL 
SB  362      GAGE,  DEL 

REVISE  DISTRIBUTION  OF  OIL  AND  SB  392       CRIPPEN,  BRUCE 

GAS  PRODUCTION  TAXES  FROM  GENERALLY  REVISE  PROPERTY  TAX 

POST-1985  WELLS  LAWS,  INCREASES,  AND  APPEALS 

SB  397      GROSFIELD,  LORENTS 

REVISING  GTB  CALCULATIONS  AND 
MINERAL  TAX  BASE  SHARING  LAWS 
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HB  28        ROSE,  JOHN  "SAM  " 

REQUIRE  OPI  AND  SCHOOL  TRUSTEES  TO  DISCLOSE  STUDENT 

ASSESSMENT  DATA 

CHAPTER  NO.  311  EFFECTIVE  DATE:  10/01/97 

HB  28  requires  the  OPI  and  local  school  boards  to  consider  requests  for 
student  assessment  data  from  the  public,  and  release  assessment  data  when 
the  individual  right  of  privacy  does  not  outweigh  the  public's  right  to  know. 


SB  15         HALLIGAN,  MIKE 

MANDATE  LOCAL  SCHOOL  DISTRICT  ADOPTION  OF  POLICY  FOR 

SCHOOL  RECORDS  TRANSFER 

CHAPTER  NO.  157  EFFECTIVE  DATE:  7/01797 

Public  schools  and  other  accredited  schools  must  adopt  a  policy  stating 
that  the  school  will  send  a  certified  copy  of  a  student's  permanent  file  and 
special  education  records  to  another  public  school  or  accredited  school  the 
student  seeks  to  attend  within  five  days  after  receiving  a  written  or  electronic 
request. 

If  the  records  carmot  be  forwarded  within  five  days,  the  local  educational 
agency  or  accredited  school  must  notify  the  requesting  agency,  either  in 
writing  or  electronically,  and  provide  an  explanation  of  why  the  local  educa- 
tional agency  or  accredited  school  is  unable  to  comply  within  the  five-day 
timeframe  and  the  date  by  which  the  requested  records  will  be  transferred. 

A  district  may  not  refuse  to  transfer  records  because  a  student  owes  fines 
or  fees.  The  records  transferred  must  include  education  records  in  the 
student's  permanent  file,  special  education  records,  and  any  educationally- 
related  disciplinary  actions  taken  against  the  student. 
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Teacher  Certification 


Failed  Legislation:  Teacher  Certification 


HB  448     KOTTEL,  DEB 

FINGERPRINTING  AND  BACK- 
GROUND CHECKS  FOR  SCHOOL 
PERSONNEL  AND  VOLUNTEERS 


SB  155       HERTEL,  JOHN 

REVISE  MEMBERSHIP  ON  CERTIHCA- 
TION  STANDARDS  AND  PRACTICES 
ADVISORY  COUNCIL 


HB  449      KOTTEL,  DEB 

DISSEMINATE  CRIMINAL  HISTORY 
INFORMATION  TO  SCHOOLS  UPON 
CONDITIONS 

HB  490      WHITEHEAD,  BILL 

ENCOURAGE  ALL  PUBLIC  SCHOOLS 
TO  REQUIRE  INDIAN  STUDIES  OF 
THEIR  TEACHERS 
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Telecommunications 


SB  89         BECK,  TOM 

GENERALLY  REVISING  THE  LAWS  RELATING  TO  TELECOMMUNICATIONS 
IN  RESPONSE  TO  THE  FEDERAL  TELECOMMUNICATIONS  ACT  OF  1996 
CHAPTER  NO.  349  EFFECTIVE  DATE:  04/23/97 

SB  89  implements  the  1996  Federal  Telecommunications  Act  in  Montana.  It 
provides  for  the  authorization  of  federally  funded  discounts  for  intrastate 
services  under  certain  circumstances  for  schools,  libraries  and  health  care 
providers.  The  Montana  Public  Service  Commission  will  adopt  rules  on  how 
Montana  schools  can  participate  in  the  program.  Depending  on  the  circum- 
stance, schools  may  be  subsidized  20-90  percent  for  their  telecommunication 
costs. 


Failed  Legislation:  Telecommunications 


SB  242       HERTEL,  JOHN 

UNIVERSAL  SERVICES  FUND  FOR 
TELECOMMUNICATIONS 

SB  243       FOSTER,  MIKE 

STANDARDS  FOR  WHOLESALE 
PRICING  OF  TELECOMMUNICA- 
TIONS SERVICES 

SB  312      GLASER,  BILL 

CREATE  UNIVERSAL  SERVICE  FUND 
FOR  TELECOMMUNICATIONS 
SERVICES 
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Index  of  K-12  Education-Related  Bills 


Bill        Sponsor 


Subject 


Pass/ 

Fail       Category 


HB2 

Zook 

HB25 

Ewer 

HB28 

Rose 

HB29 

Bohlinger 

HB47 

Ellis 

HE  49 

Cobb 

HB52 

Kitzenberg 

HB64 

Ewer 

HB74 

Masolo 

HB76 

Masolo 

HB  77 

Simpkins 

HB79 

Simpkins 

HB90 

Wiseman 

HB91 

Wiseman 

HB104 

Hagener 

HB112 

Ahner 

HBllS 

McCulloch 

HBn4 

McCuUoch 

HBn9 

Grady 

HB134 

Johnson,  J. 

HB138 

Johnson,  R. 

HB145 

Peck 

HB167 

McCulloch 

HB170 

Ahner 

HB172 

Soft 

HB177 

Cobb 

HB183 

Masolo 

HB187 

Walters 

HB190 

Anderson 

HB192 

Hanson,  S. 

HB198 

Ellis 

HB203 

Johnson,  R. 

HB206 

McCann 

HB221 

Jore 

HB227 

Kottel 

HB244 

Grimes 

HB245 

Simpkins 

HB  246       Simpkins 


General  Appropriations  Bill 
Capitalization  of  School  Building  Reserve 
for  up  to  5  Years 

Disclose  Student  Assessment  Data 
Prohibit  Guns  in  School  Buildings 
Increase  ANB  Funding  by  1/1% 

Revise  Teacher  Tenure  Laws  P 

Allow  Schools  to  Conduct  Less  Than  180  days  F 

Local  Government  Audits 

Revise  Travel  Reimbursement 

Allow  Mail  Ballots  to  be  Forwarded 

Require  Pledge  of  Allegiance  with 

Right  to  Refuse 

Prohibit  Board  of  Public  Education  Rules 

without  Funds 

Study  Public  Employees  Retirement  Law 

Extend  PERS  Committee 

Placing  Agency  Pays  for  Out-of-State 

Education 

Teachers'  Biennial  Post-Retirement 

Adjustment 

Family-Focused  Court  System  Pilot  Project 

Recodify  Youth  Court  Act 

Increase  ANB  Funding  by  4.7% 

Generally  Revise  Teachers'  Retirement  Board 

Revise  Youth  Court  Act 

Create  K-12  License  Plates 

Fund  Youth  Court  with  Vehicle  Tax 

Annual  Retirement  Benefit  Adjustment 

Revise  State  Employment  Practices 

Revise  Campaign  and  Elections  Laws 

Changing  School  Fire  Drills  to  Disaster  Drills 

Adult  Liability  for  Child  Gun  Use 

Local  Committees  Establish 

Record  Disposition 

Biennial  Reports  by  the  Board  of  Education 

Revise  Non-Tenure  Teacher  Laws 

Revise  Child  Abuse  and  Neglect  Laws 

Authorize  K-12  District  Dissolution  when 

Federal  Funds  are  Jeopardized 

Abolish  Compulsory  School  Attendance 

Clarify  Ballot  Disposition 

Funding  for  Jefferson  Co.  Juvenile  Center 

Allow  Student  to  Leave  School 

After  the  8th  Grade 

Clarify  Duties  of  State  and 

County  Superintendents 


P  Appropriations 

P  School  Finance 

P  Student  Records 

P  Safety 

P  School  Finance  & 

Appropriations 

Employment-Teacher  Tenure 

School  Finance 

P  School  Finance 

P  School  Finance 

P  Elections 

P  Accreditation/Curriculum 

F  Accreditation/Curriculum 

F  Employment  Relations-TRS 

P  Employment  Relations-TRS 

P  School  Finance 

F  Employment  Relations 

F  Juvenile  Justice 

P  Juvenile  Justice 

F  School  Finance 

P  Employment  Relations-TRS 

F  Juvenile  Justice 

F  School  Finance 

F  Juvenile  Justice 

F  Employment  Relations-TRS 

P  Employment  Relations 

F  Elections 

P  Safety 

F  Safety 

P  School  Finance 

F  Accreditation/Curriculum 

F  Employment  Relations 

P  Juvenile  Justice 

P  School  Finance 

F  Accreditation/Curriculum 

P  Elections 

F  Juvenile  Justice 

F  Accreditation/Curriculum 

F  Accreditation/Curriculum 
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Index  ofK-12  Education-Related  Bills 


Bill        Sponsor 


Subject 


Pass/ 

Fail       Category 


HB252 

Molnar 

HB258 

Simpkins 

HB259 

Hanson,  S. 

HB261 

Molnar 

HB263 

Dowell 

HB264 

Molnar 

HB279 

Dowell 

HB282 

Anderson 

HB  296       Kitzenberg 


HB312 

Hanson,  S. 

HB314 

Simpkins 

HB324 

Grady 

HB347 

Lawson 

HB355 

Harrington 

HB372 

Hurdle 

HB380 

Simpkins 

HB386 

Molnar 

HB393 

Boharski 

HB403 

Swanson 

HB407 

Ewer 

HB433 

Walters 

HB436 

Dowell 

HB438 

Kottel 

HB439 

Schmidt 

HB440 

Denny 

HB443 

Swanson 

HB448 

Kottel 

HB449 

Kottel 

HB453 

Amott 

HB459 

Kasten 

HB469 

Brainard 

HB470 

Heavy  Rimner 

HB477 

Molnar 

HB487 

Whitehead 

HB490 

Whitehead 

HB491 

Rehbein 

HB492 

Harper 

HB501 

Wagner 

HB517 

Vick 

Revise  Independent  Contractor  Laws 

Define  Purpose  of  Public  Education 

Implement  Unified  Education  Budget 

Revise  Youth  Court  Act 

Clarify  Bonding  for  Joint  School 

District  Construction 

Notify  Schools  of  Student  who  Violates  Statute 

Peer  Courts  for  Troubled  Youth 

Eliminate  Out-of-District  Approval 

for  Siblings 

Increase  ANB  Funding  by  1%  for  1998 

and  2.5%  for  1999 

Revise  Allocation  of  Federal  Land  Payments 

Encourage  Gun  Safety  Education  in  Schools 

Raise  PERS  Benefits  2.5% 

Exempt  New  Schools  from  4%  Limit  in 

General  Fund 

Compensation/UI  for  Noncertified 

School  Employees 

Polling  Place  Registration  on  Election  Day 

Establish  Skill  Requirement  for 

8th/ 12th  Grade 

Parents'  Rights  Program 

Majority  of  Qualified  Electors  to  Approve 

Bond /Levy 

Full  Income  Tax  Deduction  for 

Medical  Insurance 

Revise  "Services"  for  Prevailing 

Wage  Purposes 

K-12  Tuition  Tax  Credits 

Paid  Jury  Duty  for  School  Teachers 

Property  Tax  Break  for  Persons  Over  65 

Revise  Youth  Voting  Act 

None  of  Above  Choice  on  Election  Ballots 

50K  Residential  Homestead  Exemption 

School  Employee  Background  Checks 

Disseminate  Criminal  Information  to  Schools 

Materials  Harmful  to  Minors 

Employer  Contribution  to 

Deferred  Compensation 

School  Levy  Vote  No  More  Than  Twice  a  Year 

Cash  Payments  for  Unused  Leave 

Revise  Youth  Court 

Schools  May  Adopt  Indian 

Employment  Preference 

Indian  Studies  for  Teachers 

Revise  School  Territory  Transfers 

Prohibit  Liquor  Licenses  By  Schools 

Revise  Ballot  Availability  for  Bond  Elections 

Employee  Permission  to  Divert 

Wages  to  PACs 


P  Employment  Relations 

F  Accreditation/Curriculum 

F  Appropriations 

F  Juvenile  Justice 

P  School  Finance 

P  Juvenile  Justice 

F  Juvenile  Justice 

F  School  Finance 

F  School  Finance 

F  School  Finance 

P  Safety 

F  Employment  Relations 

F  School  Finance 

F  Employment  Relations 

F  Elechons 

F  Accreditation/Curriculum 

F  Juvenile  Justice 

F  Elections 

F  Employment  Relations 

P  Employment  Relations 

F  School  Finance 

F  Employment  Relations 

F  School  Finance 

P  Elections 

F  Elections 

F  School  Finance 

F  Teacher  Certification 

F  Teacher  Certification 

F  Accreditation/Curriculum 

F  Employment  Relations 

F  Elections 

F  School  Finance 

F  Juvenile  Justice 

F  Employment  Relations 

F  Teacher  Certification 

P  School  Finance 

F  Safety 

P  Elections 

F  Elections 
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Index  ofK-12  Education-Related  Bills 


Bill        Sponsor 


Subject 


Pass/ 

Fail       Category 


HB523 

McCulloch 

HB528 

Wells 

HB535 

Wells 

HB542 

Peck 

HB548 

Prouse 

HB552 

Vick 

HB560 

Peck 

HB  563      Peck 


HB564 

Dowell 

HB565 

Menahan 

HB575 

Rehbein 

HB585 

Ohs 

HB587 

Swanson 

HB589 

Ream 

HB590 

Hanson,  S. 

HB595 

Simpkins 

HB602 

Gillan 

HB603 

Jore 

HJ9 

Pease 

HJ23 

Tropila 

HJ32 

Peck 

SB  4 

Emerson 

SB  6 

Christiaens 

SB  15 

Halligan 

SB  28 

Hertel 

SB  36 

Lynch 

SB  46 

Sprague 

SB  48 

Sprague 

SB  49 

Gage 

SB  57 

Waterman 

SB  66 

Benedict 

SB  70 

Gage 

SB  71 

Toews 

SB  89 

Beck 

SB  95 

Halligan 

SB  99 

Thomas 

SB  117 

Nelson 

SB  124 

Christiaens 

Clarify  School  Transportation  Penalties 

Montana  Family  Rights  Act 

Public  Employees  Right  to  Work 

Generally  Revise  Out-of-County  Tuition 

Laws 

8%  Sales  Tax 

Dual  Enrollment  for  Non-Public  Students 

Implement  School  District 

Creation  Moratorium 

4%  Increase  of  Previous  Year's  General 

Fund  Budget  per  ANB 

Borrow  Out-District  Tuition  Costs 

Retirement  Incentive  for  PERS  and  TRS 

Revise  Campaign  Finance  Limits  Set  by  1-125 

"Today  &  Tomorrow  Plan" 

Lower  State  Mill  from  101  to  83.5 

Reduce  Taxable  Percentage  of 

Class  4  Property 

Adjust  Reappraisal  Rates  for  Reevaluation 

Amend  Constitution  to  Prohibit  State 

From  Levying  Property  Tax 

Community  Programs  for  Minors  at  Risk 

Constitutional  Amendment  to  Abolish 

Property  Tax 

Urge  Indian  Studies  Curriculum 

Study  Levy  Elections 

Study  School  Funding 

Reinsitute  Corporal  Punishment  in  Schools 

Criminalize  Weapons  at  Youth 

Detention  Centers 

Mandate  Policy  for  School  Records  Transfer 

Revise  Membership  on  Teachers' 

Retirement  Board 

Code  Commissioner  Bill 

Confiscation  of  Delinquent  Youth's 

Driver  License 

Revise  Youth  Court  Act 

Revise  Distribution  of  Oil  &  Gas  Taxes 

Revise  Taxation  of  Certain  Motor  Vehicles 

Clarify  Employee  Benefits 

Revise  School  Finance  and  Budgeting  Laws 

Revising  the  Duties  of  Elected 

School  Officials 

Implement  Federal  Telecommunications  Act 

Special  Education  Funds  to  Follow 

the  Student 

Revise  Extended  Jurisdiction 

Juvenile  Prosecution 

American  Indian  Heritage  Day 

Revise  Public  Employee  Retirement  Board 


F  School  Finance 

F  Accreditation/Curriculum 

F  Employment  Relations 

F  School  Finance 

F  School  Finance 

F  School  Finance 

P  School  Finance 

F  School  Finance 

F  School  Finance 

F  Employment  Relations 

P  Elections 

F  School  Finance 

F  School  Finance 

F  School  Finance 

F  School  Finance 

F  School  Finance 

F  Juvenile  Justice 

F  School  Finance 

F  Accreditation/Curriculum 

P  Elections 

F  School  Finance 

F  Accreditation/Curriculum 

P  Juvenile  Justice 

P  Student  Records 

P  Employment  Relations  -TRS 

P  School  Finance 

P  Juvenile  Justice 

P  Juvenile  Justice 

P  School  Finance 

P  School  Finance 

P  School  Finance 

F  School  Finance 

P  Accreditation/Curriculum 

P  Telecommunications 

P  School  Finance 

P  Juvenile  Justice 

P  Accreditation/Curriculum 

P  Employment  Relations-TRS 


May  1997  •  Summary  of  Legislation  Related  to  K-12  Education  •  Page  35 


Index  ofK-12  Education-Related  Bills 


Bill        Sponsor 


Subject 


Pass/ 

Fail       Category 


SB  131 

Mesaros 

SB  154 

Foster 

SB  155 

Hertel 

SB  165 

Christiaens 

SB  166        Burnett 


SB  170 

Akiestad 

SB  172 

Gage 

SB  185 

Lynch 

SB  195 

Harp 

SB  198 

Grosfield 

SB  207 

Jabs 

SB  209 

Gage 

SB  211 

Devlin 

SB  228 

Harp 

SB  233 

Depratu 

SB  235 

Hertel 

SB  237 

Devlin 

SB  240 

Beck 

SB  241 

Harp 

SB  242 

Hertel 

SB  243 

Foster 

SB  244 

Toews 

SB  251 

Stang 

SB  258 

Gage 

SB  271 

Jenkins 

SB  285 

Benedict 

SB  290 

Keating 

SB  301 

Doherty 

SB  311 

McCarthy 

SB  312 

Glaser 

SB  313 

Brooke 

SB  319 

Stang 

SB  327 

Doherty 

SB  340 

Grosfield 

SB  345 

Taylor 

SB  357 

Stang 

SB  361 

Benedict 

SB  362 

Gage 

Increase  Allowable  Acreage  for  School  Facility  P 

Increase  Acreage  Limit  for  School  Sites  F 

Revise  Membership  on  Certification  Council     F 

County  Payments  for  Education  in  F 

Youth  Detention 

Public  Spanking  Penalty  for 

Criminal  Mischief 

Increase  Initiative  Signature  Requirements 

Youth  Justice  Grant  Program 

to  Reimbursement 

Eliminate  Old  Fund  Liability  Payroll  Tax 

Property  Tax  Freeze 

Define  "Same  Salary"  for  Teacher  Tenure 

Authorize  School  Construction  Bonds 

Constitutional  Amendment  to  Limit 

Property  Tax 

Constitutional  Amendment  to  Phase-In 

Reappraised  Values 

Establish  Health  Care  Pool  for 

School  Employees 

Revise  Benefits  for  Nonprofessional 

School  Employees 

Eliminate  Requirement  for  Preliminary 

Budget 

Expand  Reappraisal  Cycle  From  3  to  10  Years 

Bonus  for  Voluntary  School  Consolidation 

School  Attendance  for  Driver's  License 

Universal  Telecommunication  Service  Fund 

Standards  for  Telecommunication 

Wholesale  Pricing 

Bus  Reserve  Fund  Transfers 

Clarifying  Student  Workers'  Comp  in 

Work  Study 

Revise  Property  Tax/Impose  4%  Sales  Tax 

Delay  Effective  Date  for  Objected  Rule 

Allow  County  Adult  Literacy  Funding 

Revising  Workers'  Compensation 

Administration  Fund 

School  District  May  Borrow  Federal  Money 

Revise  Absentee  Ballot  Law 

Revise  Telecommunications  Laws 

Revising  Laws  Related  to  MT 

University  System 

Revise  1-105  Property  Tax  Limits 

Offense  to  Campaign  on  Election  Day 

Revise  Ballot  Issue  Laws 

Reduce  Personal  Property  Tax  Rate 

Montana  Pre-Kindergarten  Program  Act 

Implement  National  Voter  Registration  Act 

Revise  Oil/Gas  Tax  Distribution 


School  Finance 
School  Finance 
Teacher  Certification 
Juvenile  Justice 


F     Juvenile  Justice 


Elections 
Juvenile  Justice 

School  Finance 
School  Finance 
Employment-Teacher  Tenure 
School  Finance 
School  Finance 

School  Finance 

Employment  Relations 

Employment  Relations 

School  Finance 

School  Finance 

School  Finance 

Accreditation/Curriculum 

Telecommunications 

Telecommunications 

School  Finance 
School  Finance 

School  Finance 
School  Finance 
Accreditation/Curriculum 
School  Finance 

School  Finance 
Elections 

Telecommunications 
Employment  Relations 

School  Finance 

Elections 

Elections 

School  Finance 

Accreditation/Curriculum 

Elections 

School  Finance 
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Index  ofK-12  Education-Related  Bills 


Bill        Sponsor 


Subject 


Pass/ 

Fail       Category 


SB  367 

Bartlett 

SB  370 

Thomas 

SB  371 

Keating 

SB  384 

Emerson 

SB  386 

Gage 

SB  389 

Baer 

SB  392 

Crippen 

SB  397 

Grosfield 

Campaign  Contribution  and  Spending  Limits 

Allow  School  District  to  Review 

Architectural  Needs 

Creating  Charter  Schools 

Limit  Contributions  From  Labor  Unions 

Clarify  Oil  and  Natural  Gas  Tax  Distribution 

Property  Tax  Reappraisal  Tax  Credit 

Revise  Property  Taxes 

Revise  Mineral  Tax  Base  Sharing/ 

School  Finance 


F  Elections 

P  School  Finance 

F  Accreditation/Curriculum 

F  Elections 

F  School  Finance 

F  School  Finance 

F  School  Finance 

F  School  Finance 
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Nancy  Keenan,  Superintendent 

PO  Box  202501 

Helena,  MT  59620-2501 
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